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Experiencing the World's Religions provides a clear and compelling account of the world's major

religious traditions. With an engaging narrative and powerful photographs from around the globe,

the text conveys the vitality and richness of the world's religions. It views religion as a living cultural

wellspring that not only concerns systems of belief but how those beliefs are expressed in

ceremonies, food, clothing, art, architecture, pilgrimage, scripture, and music. The text goes beyond

traditional approaches to personally connect students with the traditions discussed. With additional

pedagogy, primary source excerpts, expanded discussion of religious controversies, and more, this

fifth edition has been thoroughly updated in both content and design to provide students with a

better understanding of religion and the world at large.
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Most "reviews" so far remark briefly on its delivery, condition, or the student's course. A couple

criticized doctrinal points, and a few praised its tone and scope. I've been assigned (note the

verb--we don't always have a choice!) this text to teach a Comparative Religions course, so I've

prepared by studying it cover to cover."Understanding Religions" opens, then indigenous varieties,

Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism & Sikhism, Daoism & Confucianism, and Shintoism. Judaism,

Christianity, and Islam follow. Alternative religions and "The Modern Search" wrap it up.Michael

Molloy's updated this all for its fifth edition. He takes his task seriously, but he adds insight and

verve. That is, he integrates personal encounters into the beginning of his chapters as well as within

them, keeping the pace snappier than a chronological structure (each religious tradition's evolution)



and geographical one (first ancients everywhere, then Asian, then Middle Eastern, then Western,

New Age, earth-based, alternative, and "new religious movements") might portend. His own

Hawaiian orientation allows him to use this logical East-West portal as a place for contemplating the

island's indigenous and syncretic faiths and outlooks, and his Californian upbringing enriches this

with another fitting place from which to scan the varieties of belief and ritual and outlook.I kept an

eye out for how contemporary scholarship, often not matching the mindset of many believers in the

pew or temple, entered his treatment of issues.
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